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September 26, 2007
14 Tishrei 5768

Hon. Diane Finley, P.C., M.P.

Minister of Citizenship and Immigration
House of Commons

Ottawa, Ontario

KI1A OA6

Dear Minister,

On September 10, 2007 your office received a letter from the Stop Murder
Music coalition, requesting that Citizenship and Immigration Canada deny a
Jamaican dancehall artist, known as Elephant Man entry to Canada. This
request was based on lyrics he has performed that advocate violence against
members of the gay, lesbian, transgendered and bisexual community.

It is our understanding that Elephant Man, along with fellow performer
Sizzla, are now in Canada in the midst of a concert tour.

The language that has been attributed to these performers, such as Queers
must be killed! Take them by surprise, is hateful whether it is spoken or
sung. Indeed, the combination of hate speech with music makes the message
doubly dangerous: the words are spoken, the tune is hummed and the
message and vocabulary are repeated until they become second nature. Such
music is generally aimed at a young, often impressionable, audience and
unquestionably sends the wrong message for Canadian youth.

Those who protest the proliferation of such language are told that it is “only
entertainment” and nothing is meant by it. Minister, hate is hate whether it
is sung from the stage or screamed on a street-corner.
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We join with the many organizations that have come together to form the Stop Murder Music
coalition to request that your ministry immediately revoke the visas of these artists and have them
removed from Canada. We thank you for your attention to this important matter and look forward to
your department taking urgent action to remedy this troubling situation.

Yours truly,
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